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This online course is designed for formal and informal educators, who would like to take a short course in Informal Science Education. For Formal Educators, this course is a light introduction to how students learn in informal contexts. For Informal Educators, this course will provide you with an introduction to informal learning, how you could apply learning theory in your context, and evaluation. 

This course consists of 6 short Modules. You may complete the course at your own speed. However, a Module should take about one week to complete. The Modules included in the course:
Module 1: Getting Started
Module 2: Defining Informal Science Education and Learning Outside the Classroom
Module 3: Learning Theory (Epistemology) and Pedagogy
Module 4: Making the Most out of Field Trip Experiences
Module 5: Evaluation
Module 6: Thank You and Final Course Survey
When you complete the course, you will receive a certificate of completion (20 hours) from Columbus State University and Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning Center. 

The course is taught by:
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If you have questions or would like to sign up for the class, please contact us at
patricia_patrick@columbusstate.edu or dentzau_michael@columbusstate.edu
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Columbus State University and Oxbow Mcadows
Environmental Learning Center
Present the Following Free Online Access Course

Informal Science Education Online Professional Development Course
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Dr. Patricia (Trish) Patrick

Dr. Patrick is an assistant professor
of methodology at Columbus State
University. She spent 10 years
teaching science in a public secondary
school. Her research focuses on the
importance of informal science
education and learning. She is
specifically interested in family
learning in informal environments. She
authored the book Zoo Talk (2013)
and is the Editor and a chapter
author for Preparing Informal
Science Educators: Perspectives from
Science Communication and Education
(2017).
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Dr. Mike Dentzau

Dr. Mike Dentzau is the full time
Executive Director of Oxbow Meadows
Environmental Learning Center in
Columbus, GA. The Center is a cooperative
venture between Columbus State
University and Columbus Water Works
with a mission to provide opportunities for
the community to engage with the
environment. Additionally, he is faculty in
the College of Education and Health
Professions teaching courses that deal
with elementary and middle grades
science instruction for pre-service
teachers.
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